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Disaster Time Line:Major Focusing Events and U.S. Outcomes (1988 - 2008)
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Tinformation about the authors is available at the project website: http://www.disaster-timeline.com.

2 FEMA's existence as an independent agency spanned the period of April 1979 to March 2003. Between March 1, 2003 and November 1, 2005, the functions of FEMA were housed in the Emergency
Preparedness and Response Directorate. The use of the term FEMA was authorized by the Secretary of DHS in August 2003 as an administrative convenience. From November 1, 2005 until March
31, 2007, the functions of FEMA transferred to DHS on March 1, 2003 were housed in two Directorates, each led by an Under Secretary: the Federal Emergency Management Directorate and the
Preparedness Directorate. The United States Fire Administration (USFA) was housed during that period in the Preparedness Directorate.

3 These were influential events but did not result in direct policy outcomes.

4 Transferred Stafford Act authority from FEMA to the Secretary of DHS.

5 FEMA no longer is an independent agencyj; it is subsumed within DHS.

6 The Post-Katrina Emergency Management Reform Act of 2006 (Title VI) is part of the law.

NOTE: This chart highlights domestic natural disasters and man-made (accidental) events. For terrorism-related events and outcomes, see the Terrorism Time Line at

the project website listed above.
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